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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed 2/23/07 fails to comply with 37 CFR 
1 .98(a)(2), which requires a legible copy of each cited foreign patent document; each 
non-patent literature publication or that portion which caused it to be listed; and all other 
information or that portion which caused it to be listed. It has been placed in the 
application file, but some of the information referred to therein has not been considered. 
The document WO 00/59344 was found by the examiner and considered, however the 
examiner was unable to find foreign document GB 1 31 5833, and as such the document 
was not considered as indicated by the strike through on the annotated IDS. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 26 is objected to because of the following informalities: there is no 
antecedent basis for the term "said other pair of spokes" in claim 26. For the purposes 
of examination it was assumed that the other pair of spokes referred to a second pair of 
spokes, distinct from the pair mentioned in claim 23. Appropriate correction is required. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Application/Control Number: 10/575,198 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3632 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1-5, 13-24 and 27-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Wright (US004406437) in view of Chen (US0061 55743). Referring to 

figures 1-5 of Wright, a support is shown comprising an elongated support structure(26) 

for connection at an upper end thereof to an item of furniture, such as a display rack. 

(Claims 1,5,15,17,20,21)The support structure having an elongated guide formation(21) 

and a first pair of feet(12 at end of 19 and 20) at an operatively lower end thereof, with 

the elongated guide formation being in the form of a guide pin that extends downwardly 

from the support structure and lengthwise relative to the support structure. The support 

further comprising a displaceable support member(1 4+1 3) with a second pair of 

downwardly extending feet(12), with lines drawn between the pairs of feet being 

transverse and orthogonal to each other. The displaceable support member further 

having a centrally located elongated guided formation(16) in the form of a guide 

passage defined by housing(16). The guided formation being longitudinally and slidably 

displaceable along a rectilinear guide path(shown exploded along said path in figure 5) 

which is transverse to the lines drawn between the pairs of feet. (Claim 4 and 24) The 

guide passage being of a circular cross-section and the guide pin being circular 
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cylindrical, with there being limited clearance between the guide formation and the 
guided formation as seen in figure 4, with such limited clearance causing automatic 
frictional locking of the first support component relative the second support component 
when a moment about an axis transverse to a longitudinal axis of the guide pin is 
exerted on the second support component . (Claims 13 and 14) The feet of the first and 
second pair being spaced at equal distances from the longitudinal axis of the guide 
formation. (Claims 16 and 28) The support also having means for sealing the guide pin 
from the environment, as seen in figure 3, plate 28 and support 26 effectively sealing 
the pin(21 ) from the environment. (Claim 22) The support further comprising a locating 
arrangement, notch(17), the locating arrangement keeping the first and second support 
components in a predetermined relative configuration as see in figure 1. (Claim 
27,30,33) The support further comprising a securing formation, unlabelled annular collar 
seen at the top of support(26) in figure 1 , the securing formation for securing the 
support to an upper portion of an item of furniture. It should be noted that the support of 
Wright is disclosed as being used with a display rack which was considered an item of 
furniture. (Claims 1,2,3,17,18,19,24,29) Wright teaches a support as detailed above, 
with a securing formation, set screw(27) for securing the guided formation on the guide 
pin, Wright however does not teach the use of a slit and adjusting arrangement on the 
housing to adjust the cross sectional area of the guide passage, with the adjusting 
arrangement comprising a pair of passage defining formations on either side of the slit 
with a nut and bolt assembly received in the passages of the formations such that the 
formations are held captive between the head of the bolt and the nut to adjust the width 
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of the slit by threading the nut on the bolt. Referring to figure 2 of Chen, Chen teaches a 
similar support stand with an assembly for securing a support member(12) with a guide 
passage formed by a housing(50) to a second support member with a guide pin(12), the 
assembly comprising a housing(50) with a slit(51) bordered by a pair of passage 
defining formations(52 and 52'), with a bolt and nut assembly(38 and 39) received in the 
passages of the formations to adjust the width of the slit, thereby adjusting the cross 
sectional area of the housing to secure the first and second support components. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
replace the set screw of Wright with the clamping housing of Chen since this would 
merely be replacing one known method of coupling telescoping elements relative each 
other with another known method, as taught by Chen. (Claims 31 ,32,34,35) With 
regards to claims 31 ,32,34 and 35, Wright teaches a support as detailed above for use 
with a display rack, however Wright does not teach that the support stand could be used 
with a table top or a chair seat. The use of tables and chairs with depending stand 
portions having bases with plural intersecting legs is well known, as such it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to use the stand 
base of Wright in view of Chen with either a table top or chair seat, as this would be 
using known elements for their known functions. 
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Fig • 2 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 6-12,23,25 and 26 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRADLEY H. DUCKWORTH whose telephone number 
is (571 )272-2304. The examiner can normally be reached on m-f 8:30-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J. Allen Shriver can be reached on 571-272-6698. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Application/Control Number: 10/575,198 
Art Unit: 3632 



Page 9 



IB. H. D.I 
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